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It is an Honor to be in Tsuruta and to help continue the long history of cultural exchange in between Hood River and Tsuruta. Thanks to
Mayor Nakano, who is a true visionary, and others, many lasting friendships have been forged and many more will be forged in the
future. I know visiting Tsuruta has been a very special and unforgettable experience for many Hood River residents, who are given a
peek at real Japanese life in the countryside, a meaningful and unique opportunity not available to the average tourist.

If there were more sister city relationships like Hood River and Tsuruta's I think there would be less world conflict and much more
understanding and goodwill.

I would like to thank the town office employees in Tsuruta, especially Mayor Nakano,
my department at work, and Eriko Kudo, for giving me this opportunity to experience
life here. I have been touched by the kindness of the people of Tsuruta and the beauty
of the landscape.

I will be a dedicated town employee and try my best. I look forward to working with
everyone here as well as the children of Tsuruta. I also look forward to participating
in more festivals and in many outdoor activities during my time here.

Thanks again. ——
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Hello. My name is Karen Eaton and I'm from New Zealand. I began working at the
Tsuruta Town Office from August this year. This has been my dream for a long
time and I am so happy that it has finally come true.

I began studying Japanese at High School and when I was 17 years old, came to
Japan on a 10 month student exchange programme and lived in Maebashi city in
Gunma prefecture. Last winter I returned to Japan, after a 10 year hiatus, and
worked in a hotel in Nagano prefecture for 4 months.

Now I have another chance to live in my much-loved Japan and will make the most
of this time by learning as much as I can, travelling many places and making
friendships to treasure.

I look forward to meeting all of you and making Tsuruta my home.
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