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//Adam Lapierre
Two years ago, while I was working as a reporter for the Hood River News, I saw ST, Jwv RUJN—TF
an advertisement in the newspaper for a job in Tsuruta. I had never thought about (PAUPERE) B85,
living in Japan before, but as soon as I read the advertisement I knew it was an 2006&E8 Bh SERRHS
adventure I could not pass by. A couple months later I quit my job, gave away my EUCEREECEE (R
dog, packed two bags of clothes, said goodbye to my friends and family and moved YAFEEE) (| TEpFR,

from Hood River to Tsuruta. And now, as I am getting ready to leave my job in
Tsuruta, say goodbye to all the friends I made here, pack my bags again and move
back home to Hood River, I feel grateful for the good times I had here and for the
warmth and kindness the people of Tsuruta gave me.

Although I am very happy to be going home, I am also very sad to be leaving. I
don’t know what will come next in my life, but I do know that no matter what
happens, I will never forget the two great years I spent in Tsuruta. Thank you my
friends, I hope to see you again some day.
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See you again!
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/Jennifer Stainton |
AFUR - Ty TN D A The time I have lived in Tsuruta has gone so quickly that it is hard to believe that
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two years are nearly over. At the same time, however, when I look back on my first
few weeks here, I feel like I have been here much longer. When I first arrived,
everything was new to me, I didn't know anybody, I lost my way almost every day,
and I found Tsugaru-ben very confusing.
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After two years, [ feel like I know the Tsugaru region so well that it has come to feel
like home to me, and the wonderful people who have helped me to feel at home have
come to feel like my family. My understanding of Tsugaru-ben has also, with the help
of my friends and colleagues, improved enormously!

I have not been home for over a year and a half so I am very much looking forward
to returning home and seeing my family and my old friends. But I know there are
also many things I will miss about Tsuruta and about the life I have here. I will
certainly be back to visit someday, and to everyone who has welcomed me here,
thank you for all the wonderful memories that I will take with me wherever I go.

9 E#HDO57- No.573

o




